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Law does only what is specifically commanded. 

Love never tires of obedience because of love for truth. 

Law is imperfection. 

Love strives for perfection. 

Law follows Moses. 

Love follows Christ. 

Law produces self willed and vindictive people. 

Love produces peaceable and mild-mannered people. 

Law is self-focused. 

Love is other-focused. 

Law is self-willed. 

Love is joyful. 

Law is for time 

Love is for eternity. 

Law is figure and shadow. 

Love is realty and truth. 

Law leads to hatred of God and neighbor. 

Love leads to love of God and neighbor. 

Law permitted swearing. 

Love does not permit swearing. 

Law permitted hatred for enemies. 

Love loves those who hate 

Law justifies itself in the keeping of commandments 

Love lives joyfully in honoring God 

Love blesses those who harm  



Love keeps no record of wrong. 

Love gives with no record of giving. 

Love prays secretly. 

Love condemns no one. 

Love fasts without outward show. 

Love is light. 

Love is a city on a hill. 

Love is good salt. 

Love is a good eye that lightens the whole body. 

Love takes no anxious thought but lives daily for God. 

Love does not cast pearls before swine. 

Love does not give what is holy to dogs. 

Love seeks, asks, knocks, finds,  

 receives through the open door. 

Love is a good tree that brings forth good fruit. 

Love does the will of the Father. 

Love stands against the gates of hell. 

Love enters the straight and narrow way. 

Love is built on Christ the chief cornerstone. 

Love stands against the wrathful judgment of  

 Pharisees and Scribes. 

Love is a house and temple of God. 

Love is where God really dwells. 

Love is now maligned by the  

 Pharisees as a habitation of the Devil. 

Law is the Old Testament. 

Love is the New Testament. 

 



Menno also says: 
Menno Simons was a 16th century Catholic priest who took a look at his 

Christianity and life and noted, like many of his fellow priests, it was pathetic. 

Menno  started to re-think his Christianity—and he came up with a shocking 

idea: We should just do what Jesus recommended. After thinking for some 

time Menno came to the conclusion that our lives should look something like 

what he wrote below: 

“True evangelical faith is of such a nature it cannot lie dormant, but spreads 

itself out in all kinds of righteousness and fruits of love; 

it dies to flesh and blood; 

it destroys all lusts and forbidden desires; 

it seeks, serves and fears God in its inmost soul; 

it clothes the naked; 

it feeds the hungry; 

it comforts the sorrowful; 

it shelters the destitute; 

it aids and consoles the sad; 

it does good to those who do it harm; 

it serves those that harm it; 

it prays for those who persecute it; 

it teaches, admonishes and judges us with the Word of the Lord; 

it seeks those who are lost; 

it binds up what is wounded; 

it heals the sick; 

it saves what is strong (sound); 

it becomes all things to all people. 

The persecution, suffering and anguish that come to it for the sake of the 

Lord’s truth have become a glorious joy and comfort to it.” 

It is interesting to me that none of the above actions requires a politician or 

some other person to do something: We can get right to work. God bless us as 

we do. 

Source: Click Here 

Short Version: For true evangelical faith…cannot lie dormant; but manifests 

itself in all righteousness and works of love; it…clothes the naked; feeds the 

hungry; consoles the afflicted; shelters the miserable; aids and consoles all the 



oppressed; returns good for evil; serves those that injure it; prays for those 

that persecute it.” 

Matt Landis 

 

 





Chart of Relative Theological Orientation 
 

 

        Historic Christianity 

 

  Human Reason     God's Revelation 

 

 

 

 

  Bible a Myth ______________________ Bible True 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberalism           Fundamentalism 

 

       
   Neo-orthodoxy   Evangelicalism 

 

 
   Emergent Church<____________________________<Emerging Church 

 

 Conservative 

       Anabaptists   
  

 

 Brethren and     Mennonites  “Christian” Colleges 

 Mennonite colleges    Bible schools  “Christian” Radio 

          “Christian” school materials 

 

 



 

Anabaptism and Evangelicalism - Convergence and Divergence 

 

Convergence 

  Historic Christianity 

  High view of Scripture 

  Belief in ‘fundamentals’ 

  Evangelistic 

  Social concerns 

 

Divergence 

  Anabaptism     Evangelicalism 

  Non-resistant     “Just war” 

Adult-believer conversion   Child evangelism 

Arminian      Calvinistic 

  Scripture at ‘face value’   Historic interpretation 

  America a blessing from God  American Christian 

  Example to society    Christianize society 

  Apolitical      Political action 

  Articulate life     Articulate words 

  Community     Individualism 

  Discipleship     Crisis conversion 

  Separate      Acculturated 

  Changed life by Holy    Changed legal standing 

  Spirit of God     with God  

  Obedience      Faith alone 

 
 

Anabaptist beliefs have similarities with Evangelicalism but they are not 

compatible. The reformers martyred the Anabaptists. The Reformed Church 

persecuted the early Brethren. Evangelicalism is an ideology whereas Anabaptist 

thought is Biblical application. The attempt to merge these views is eroding the 

conservative Anabaptist groups. Little has changed since the Reformation relative to 

the theologies of the groups. Evangelicalism is very attractive and is the most 

prominent threat to Anabaptist groups today. Christian radio, school materials, etc. 

bring Evangelicalism into our homes every day. Many conservative Anabaptists are 

functional evangelicals. They do not accept Anabaptist distinctive teachings as 

important for salvation. Divorce and immoral behavior is as common in 

Evangelicalism as in the unchurched population. The Anabaptist groups have what 

the world needs and the world needs what they (we) have. 

 

 



Excerpted from “The Brethren, Creeds and the Heidelberg Catechism” 

By Dale R. Stoffer, Old Order Notes, No. 22, Fall-Winter 2000. p. 16. 

 

… the Brethren disputed the doctrine of imputed righteousness, 

that we are justified based solely on the righteousness that is 

imputed or credited to us by Christ’s obedience even unto death. 

The problem that the Brethren had with this teaching was that it 

created a “legal fiction.” The person who simply believes is 

viewed perfectly righteous because of Christ’s righteousness 

imputed to him or her. But in actual fact, this person may 

continue to lead the same kind of unrighteous life that he or she 

led before confession of faith in Christ. For the Brethren, 

righteousness and holiness are not merely objectively credited to 

us as believers by Christ’s atoning death; they are to be true of us 

subjectively (in actuality) … because we are becoming more holy 

and righteous through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

      Protestant      Anabaptist 
                

            

        

          God 
             

 

 

         

 c 

        Cloak of  

          Righteousness     

      

           

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

Changed legal standing    Changed relationship 

 with God      with God 

   Declared righteous           Made righteous 

  Changed 

  Heart and 

      Life 



Historic perceptions of Anabaptist community- nonconformity  

1. Bible students 

2. Followers of Christ 

3. Imitators of the early Church 

4. Led by the Holy Spirit 

5. Separation from the world 

6. Persecution- Persecution ends 

7. Quiet in the Land - survival 

8. Humility 

 How to know? How to measure? 

 Standards of dress and behavior 

9. Revivalism – divided us into OO and more modern groups 

10. Non-resistance – united us - Wars 

 WWII – Church prepared – long time men were away at CPS 

Some young men were in camp 54 months  

 Church rallied – gained strength – produced strong community 

Men came home determined to live as Anabaptists strong families 

11. Community 

12. “Golden age” of Lanc. Conf. Mennonite Church – interrupted 

by acculturation  

13. Fear of education – result of colleges gone liberal 

Anti-intellectual bias – from self education to fear of education 

14. Closed and solidified community of Old Orders  

15. Proliferation of middle continuum of conferences 

16. Evangelicalism – American patriotism 

17. Game-changers in the business/farming world 

18. Emerging Church - Hunger for Holy Spirit and worship 

19. Fragmentation – unsure of identity 

20. Bible believing and following discipleship – 

 Return to first Church/early Church 

 

 



Johann Cornies – 1789-1848 
Moved from Danzig to Russia when only 15 years old 

Moved from Chortiza to Molotshna  two years later 

Married Agnes Klassen in 1811 

Saw opportunity to develop intense farming in the region 

By 1817, at 28 years of age, the Russian government made him a life-member of  

the “society for effective promotion of forestation horticulture and silk industry and 

vine culture” in Russia – was authorized agent over all the Mennonites in Russia 

In 1818 he founded the Society of Christian Education for Mennonite Schools in 

cooperation with Church leaders 

He dismissed incompetent school teachers and insisted on regular attendance  

He wrote several major writings on rules for instruction and treatment of children 

1830 he leased 9000 acres from Russian Government 

Czar Nicholas gave him 1350 acres as a reward for his improvement of Russian ag 

Began a nursery to raise seedlings for the colonies 

Involved in horse breeding and cattle breeding to enhance bloodlines 

 And gave many offspring to the needy colonies 

Later purchased 9450 more acres – now farming about 25,000 acres (horses) 

Also began a brick yard to manufacture brick and tile for new buildings 

Developed the silk industry – built school for girls to learn silk working 

Build dams to keep water for irrigation during long dry spells 

Developed a 4 crop rotation 

Reforested large acreage – by 1845 – half million fruit and forest trees in Mololtschna 

Added 300,000 mulberry trees and hedges for making villages beautiful 

Taught colonies how to raise vegetables 

Russian gov placed young men to be taught by Cornies 

His wife also taught the Russian girls in domestic skills 

Mennonites introduced potatoes into South Russian culture 

He placed Mennonite farmers into Jewish settlements to show them how to farm 

Also brought Hutterite families into Russia to settle 

Died when only 58 years old – wife passed away 10 years earlier 

Had received many honors from many sources during his life – 

 many of which he refused 

He would not tolerate opposition of religious leaders and ignorant farmers 

He was self-sacrificing and upright in all his dealings 

In spite of great wealth, he remained a warm, friendly, calm farmer 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Menno Simons on How to Confront Sin in the Church 

 

After lengthy discussion of how to deal with sin in the Church, Menno writes 

these words. 

 

Finally, I entreat all elders, teachers, ministers, and deacons in the love of 

Christ, not to teach this whole difficult matter recklessly, sternly, and 

unwisely, but in the full fear of God, and with Christian prudence and 

paternal care, in a true apostolic manner, not too hastily or too slowly, not 

too rigidly or too leniently, lest they seethe the young and tender kid while it 

is still unweaned, but that they take the first green ears of their land and dry 

and harden them first by the heavenly fire of pure, unfeigned love, and beat 

them into pieces in the mortar of the holy Word, and pour upon them the oil 

of the Holy Ghost, which makes us willingly obedient to Christ, and lay 

upon it the sweet-smelling frankincense of a sincere and firm faith, from 

which all must come, and which is such a fragrant odor in the Lord’s 

nostrils, and so bring to Him an acceptable meat offering in His holy 

Temple. Lay it to heart in true love, the ground of my admonition. 

 

p. 974 in CWMS 

 



Notes from Myron Dietz lecture on Dutch Mennonites 

 

Dutch (Holland) Mennonites grew very rapidly but declined in numbers and 

spirituality just as rapidly. The following reasons explain this decline. 

 

1. Worldliness – The prosperity and affluence of these diligent people inclined 

them to upward social mobility. Thus it became easy to want to be like the 

“world.” 

2.  Stigma of being Mennonite – the Possibility of upward social mobility was 

hampered by the stigma of their religion with its uniqueness of simplicity, 

austerity and non-resistance. Thus being Mennonite did not fit with the 

direction they were moving. 

3. Ungodly education – The youth were educated in a system which did not 

honor God. The education was deemed necessary for the progress of the next 

generation. 

4. Men refused ordination – It did not pay to preach. So, in a time when 

prosperity was abundantly available, men refused ordination in favor of 

occupation. 

5. Seminaries – Seminaries were developed to train ministers and church 

leaders. These institutions became theologically liberal. Thus they did the 

opposite of what they were intended to do. 

6. Non-resistance was lost – Dutch Mennonites became involved in political 

process. Their patriotism did not allow them to continue the non-resistant 

position. In WWII there were only three Mennonite conscientious objectors 

in Holland. 

 

War, Peace and Nonresistance  by Herschberger 

     Mennonite Encyclopedia 

     Mennonites in Europe by Horsch 

     The Story of the Mennonites by Smith 



“Old Order” Characteristics 

 

The movement known as revivalism ushered many changes 

into American religious circles. The Brethren and 

Mennonite groups reacted to these changes. Some of these 

changes were – 

 

Revival meetings  (“Series of meetings”)  

 Emotional decision versus discipleship 

Sunday School 

 Parents, not church, responsible 

 Allows lay members to be in charge 

Evening services 

 Fills schedule – no time for fellowship 

Prayer meeting 

 Every meeting should be a “prayer meeting” 

Missions 

 Life should be mission 

Worldly dress 

 Allows us to mix with the world 

Higher education  

 Leads to pride and worldliness 

Music 

 Four part singing 

 Lively choruses 

Brethren –               Old German Baptist Brethren 

Amish –                   Old Order Amish 

Brethren in Christ – Old Order River Brethren  

Mennonite –            Old Order Mennonite 

 Weaverland, Groffdale, Pike, etc. 

  



Schleitheim Confession 

1. Anabaptist leader credited with writing the Schleitheim Confession 

 

_________________ 

 

2. What year was the Schleitheim Confession written? _______________ 

List the 7 points of the confession 

 

3. B 

 

4. B 

 

5. B 

 

6. S 

 

7. S 

 

8. S 

 

9. S  

 

10.  Why is the Schleitheim Confession important to us today? 


