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Bible Study 
Frank Reed 

 

Guidelines for interpretation of the Scripture 

1. Determine the natural, actual, intended divisions of the text 

 Note repeated concepts, words, and themes 

 Deal with the text in those groupings 

2. Derive the structure/outline from the text 

 Take care not to impose an artificial outline on the text  

 The message is frequently found in the structure 

3. Perceive the text as God speaking to you 

 Receive the message with a sense of awe and worship 

 Put preconceived notions and presuppositions aside 

 Use a Bible that contains text only, do not use “study Bibles”  

4. Read, read, read, read, read, read, read, read 

5. Prayer for direction of the indwelling Holy Spirit – I Cor. 2:9-16 

 The Holy Spirit is the author of Scripture – II Peter 1:21 

6. Use commentaries after you have done your own study 

 

The Tools 

1. The Scripture text 

2. A concordance 

3. Notepaper and pencil  

 

The Process – OCIA 

1. Observation – What does it say?  

 Read very carefully 

 Read often 

 Read in several versions 

 Give full attention – turn off the radio, be quiet, etc. 

 Ask questions: who, what, where, why, when, how,…? 

 Is passage – didactic, hortatory, prophecy, prayer, …? 

 Why was it written? 

 Make a list of observations 

  Those expressed 

  Those implied 

 Organize observations into an outline or diagram showing relationships  

 between the  ideas in the passage. 

  

2. Correlation – What other passages relate to this one? 

 Use concordance or references or your own knowledge  

 Look at related passages or passages with related concepts 

 This will give balanced picture of the passage studied and (hopefully) 
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 prevent “proof-texting” and errant interpretations. 

 Record the cross references in your notes or in Bible margin for future use. 

  

3. Interpretation – What does it mean? 

 Ask – “Why is this passage in the Bible?” 

  “What does God want us to learn from this passage?” 

 Summarize the passage– include key elements of the passage. 

 Note the themes found in the passage – threads running through Scripture 

 

4. Application – What does it mean to me? 

 Write the application(s) in form of exhortation, commitment, prayer, 

  Psalm, doctrine, instruction, etc… 

 

Notes 

Give adequate time to observation before attempting other steps 

Begin to listen to lessons and sermons with an ear for what step of the process the  

teacher is emphasizing (do not be judgmental). 

Take care in your own lessons that you give appropriate time and attention to the  

parts of the process. 

Realize that the Holy Spirit is the author of Scripture and can open your heart to truth. 

Do not jump to interpretation without having done observations and do not hasten  

to application without having done enough interpretation. 

When presenting a lesson do not woodenly move from step to step. Organize the  

presentation into a smoothly flowing message. 

Do not force “pet illustrations” into passages where they do not serve to explain the 

text. 

Do not force artificial outlines on the text. 

Allow the text to produce its own outline 

Go to the text looking for structure. 

Do not bring your structure to the text. 

Outlines are useful – BUT… 

Resist the urge to always have a three-point alliterated outline 

Use a “text and concept” approach to presenting the message. 

 This is what the text says. These are the concepts we can learn from the text. 

 

II Timothy 3:16-17 – Scripture is useful for building the Church 

I Thess. 5:14 – Teaching/preaching is useful for building the Church 

II Timothy 2:15 – Teachers/preachers are useful for building the Church 

 

Living By the Book – Howard Hendricks  

Methodical Bible Study - Robert A. Traina  1952/1980   ISBN 0-9601396-1-3 



Reason and revelation 
 

Unassisted human reason 

 Is, in many cases, brilliant; in many cases, clever; in all cases, defiant (however 

clothed in false humility or love). This is the essence of liberalism and modernism. It is 

the genius of human inspiration. 

 

 Human inspiration exists in the categories of: depravity and also, common 

grace. When done in depravity it produces vileness (the modern entertainment 

industry). When done in common grace it can produce inspirational poetry and music 

that does not honor God but honors the artist, writer, etc. 

 

 

Assisted human reason 

 When we become believers, the Holy Spirit lives in us and our reason is 

conditioned by God. This assisted reason does not continue to challenge God’s 

revelation. It honors and respects and submits and worships. 

 

 We can sidestep the HS (and grieve him,  etc.) or ignore his promptings because 

God does not force us to follow Him. If we sidestep the Spirit we are in Satan’s 

domain and can come under His spell. He will always tempt us (as scholars) to posit 

our human accomplishment against God's revelation. This was the original temptation 

as well as the temptation presented to Jesus and to us today. 



I Corinthians 2:6-16 
God has given believers His Spirit so that they can have the mind of Christ                

 

 

 

 

Worldly wisdom  Message of Wisdom of God    Reveals wisdom 

 

Rulers of this age   Mature believers 

 

Coming to nothing   Hidden wisdom      

 

Not understand   God ordained     Searches 

      

Crucified    Lord of Glory    Understands 

     Proverbs 8          

 

                                         

            

Natural man          Spiritual man 

 

Foolishness 

Cannot know          Spiritual truths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interpretation 

 The Holy Spirit in the human spirit is God’s method of imparting His wisdom to believers. 

 

Application 

 Only Spiritually minded people can know the will of God. (Romans 12:1-3) 

 Spiritual discernment is so needed to live a holy life in this evil world. 

 Holy Spirit direction will give us understanding of God’s Word. 

 The Holy Spirit uses the written Word of God to build the believer and the Church. 

 This passage is the Holy of Holies in the believer’s life. 

 We speak God’s wisdom 

 God has revealed His wisdom to us. 

 We have received the Spirit of God. 

 We have the mind of Christ. 

 Natural man cannot receive the things of the Spirit. 

God’s Wisdom              GOD                       God’s Spirit 

body 

Soul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mind, will, emotion 

spirit 

 

Holy Spirit 
Spiritual truth 

Discernment 

Mind of Christ 



James 5:16 

 
Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

  

Your Faults 

 

 You Must confess –told the truth about (same say) faults 

  To one another (by you) 

 

 And You pray for   

  One another 

   That you may be healed 

    (And become righteous) 

    (And become a healer) 

So that- 

(Your) Prayer will be 

  Effective 

  Fervent 

   As a Righteous person 

    And avail much (has much power) 

 

Thread in this passage is (words) confession (spoken to one another) 

         And (words) prayer (spoken to God) that bring healing  

    From God and produce righteousness 

This condition of righteousness 

 Brought about by words of confession of faults (spoken to each other) 

      And words of prayer (spoken to God) 

 Produces healers (who speak words of healing and words of prayer) 

   That are effective, fervent and powerful 

 

Personal holiness if- 

You confess 

Your faults 

You will be healed 

Correlations in James 

4:3     

1:8 

4:8 



Psalm 19 
God’s World 1-6 

    These are a parable 

God’s Word 7-9 

 

God’s People 10-14 

 

 Desires - Gold is part of material creation 

     -  Honey is part of material creation 

  Warn -  

  Keep - 

  Reward - 

 Discernment - 

  Errors 

   Cleanse me 

  Presumptuous sin 

    Keep me 

   Not control me (because Word controls me) 

  Result 

   Uprightness 

   Innocent 

    Of great transgression 

     To see that the world is to direct us to the Word 

 Devotion - 

  Prayer 

    Mouth 

   Heart 

 

Interpretations 

 As the sun pervades the earth so the Word pervades our lives 

Correlation – Heb. 4:12, Rom. 1 
 

Awareness of a spiritual reality comes through an encounter with a physical reality. 
Example: the material (Jesus) is the way to the spiritual (Christ). When we see by the 
Spirit, we know that we live in a world which reflects its creator. Everything can become 
discernable evidence of the presence of God. But seeing by the Spirit also makes it clear 
that there are powers that are dead-set against the creator. Each culture sees this conflict 
in a different light and speaks of it differently. Language points to a reality, but the 
language is not the reality. Words only point. 

Shultz 



Psalm 139 
1-6 – Omniscience 

  

7-12 – Omnipresence 

 

13-24 – Omnipotence 

 13-16 – created humans 

  13- Reins – kidneys hidden but unprotected seat of emotions – (renal)  

  14- Praise for the wonder of such knowledge and protection 

  15- Knowledge and creation during gestation 

  16- Knowledge of details of creation before conception 

 17-18 – continuing love – we are His workmanship (Eph. 2:10) 

  God thinks many good thoughts about you – you should value those   

 precious thoughts – you should think precious thoughts about God. (II Pet.1:4) 

  Imagine the total number of great thoughts God has of you –fall asleep  

 meditating on His thoughts of you – we are in love with Him and He with us. 

 19-22 – power over wickedness 

   Wicked people are enemies of God 

    Speak against God 

    Take God’s name in vain  

    Rise up against God 

   God will 

    Slay the wicked  

   We should 

    Cause wicked men to depart from us 

    Be grieved with those who rise up against God 

    Hate those who hate God (as God hates-with perfect hatred) 

    Consider them to be our enemies 

 23-24 – prayer for God’s involvement in personal life 

  Search me, try me, know my thoughts 

  Discover any wickedness in my life that needs to be corrected 

   Slay the evil and wickedness in my heart 

   Lead me in the way that is everlasting (contrast Ps. 1:6) 

Notes 

Psalm constructed with Divine and human personal pronouns 

Serious theology conveyed in personal terms 

Awareness of God’s involvement in personal life 

Compare prayer in Psalm 19 

How many movies take God’s name in vain??? Do not watch them  

We should not study the “God Killers” – Freud, Marx, Darwin 

Omniscience and omnipresence provide omnipotence – 

 Power controlled by knowledge and wisdom 

People ‘in love’ are totally enamored with the other person as we are with God 

God knows us better than we know ourselves 

Theology conveyed in personal pronouns 

Blessing to all the mundane areas of life 

Acknowledgement of total Divine power 

Wonder of God’s love for His human creation 

Wonder of God’s love for each of His children 

Fear to spurn His love and knowledge and power 

Fear of His judgment on those who reject Him 


